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Fire et sroory ohipping fwem, 1-28-44
Ve had ancther fdrel . )
1t vus extinguished by sunieipal flre epuipmant!
1t i3 undoubtedly toc rmeh to hope that the tima will ever come vhen the
{irst statezcrs need mever be repeajed, DBut, midl thal spaecond stuitenmot
cen be changed to read at all times, "Tho fire wus discovered end )
cxtinmuizhed in ite carliest steres by troined projest porsonnel, wth a
minirum ef confucion,” thea the Cafety Secticn hss o tremendous reaponsi-
bility ond an urgont beeklog of unfinlched Wusiness,
Snecific fMrg beport
Zullding - Arzery
Looatien - Shipping Reor . : _
Immeilste Persen in charge — Lavid iudolph for sroelal materiols. Hr, RQlen
- 4n nominal contrel of ghipplng activitles,
General =~ Porsons in chirge - Tony Mate, in charps of hecélving arez,
.. . aciting for Wr. Blair, Property chief,
Tine -~ approxdmotely, 5115 Puli,, 1=28-44
{rigin - ©plosion of one or more Hiratly sealed mebal pails of oxlde.
Trient -~ Feves of explosicn or flash dgniting dislocated willbousrd-end-
{rase partition imoedistely adjacent to Lha stored mutericl.
U Five sproud to nesrby axcelaior, tebls, papers, wall fraaing «nd
o nertition mzterizl,
. Lapape =~ Probsbly §100.00 to construction deballs cdded Lo buiiding: by
‘ idetellurgye. #o damace Lo the Slzte omica builldlng,
N . uzmags Lo equipamsnt end proporty in route through shipplng cnd
N resoiving recas cdifficult to estimate - Perhups w250, U0 = $5130.C0,

partially due to water damage, Ownc demage Lo parscnal clctidng.
Injuries - Hone . o

darratlve Report as asscabled by Salely Scetion -

’ approximately a dogen pails of oxlde hed becn shipped in froa oub
of town lecation, without covering instrustions for handling or
explanation of condents. the material was presunably shipped
d&ry. The oxide was cuch that a chenlenl resction slowly went
on mithin the sir tight conboiners until sufficlent hKydrogen ac-
currulsted to burst the containers of at least one of the palls,

b

P




e SR ~ S T-EL VR
Gther pails blew open, vhother fream concuasion or ouwtolds
heat, or from dmturier prezoure is not knew, -

R Hlpring, Dispateher, saw the flrul contulner start to

mabble® out end ezlled David itudolph, in charpe of specisl
materdalo, By the time fmdelph got to the deorway the hydrogen
had turet into flsme eond the fire wus on. - ‘

it leapt two Foamite extinguishere, one2 pallon wubter pump, and
cne 13" hose were trought into sction by rrojsch perscnnel.

fiomaver, the confugicn end unecciness amonyg the less cool headed
workers as a result of the ularm thet “explesive msterlal® hed
started the firc, caused the Uity fire Lepertmunt to be aalled,
snd the firc was quickly breught umder contrel and extingulshed,
wateor demoge was relatively grest., o '
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The Lwo Feomite extinruishers nasrest the biaze, znd the nezrost
hose Lines were uniouchod,

dr. kudelph had the prescnce of mind te call Lo, Creutz lmmedlately
after thne cutbresk of tho [ire. ur. Creutz was thas only one on the
scese vho knew enough ubout the properties of the oxddes Lo analyze
the erigins of the fire and meke recammendations for handling the
remzinder of the cxide te prevent recurrence of the fire.

Pobentiel Lamape-Dry oxide wee blown over o larze srex of ths receivine und ctur
room vhen the shipping rvem well lel go. Vet oxide wus tracked
around by firemen and project sorgonnel.

Ur. Creutz pointed out that this wldegpread contaminstioa prob-
2bly prescnted no phycicel hazends, but cortoinly cenctituted o
tremendous pebontin) hazard Lo ~eborztery work &0 permlited to
et cud to vericue counting rooms snd the like. le recomuended
a thorough clearine ¢f everyihing affected, and & weraing Lo
receivers of the matoricl that & residuasl contuuminaticon might
exist .

Accamendaticns ~(i nuober of full, cospresged gas cylinders were stered in the
adjoining ruemg next to the partition videh wus dumageds The
fire might hsve gotben Lo theae tunks und could hove malti~
plisd many-fold. Xr. &f1ler, terckesper, thovght cof this
srd confined most of Lhls to pleying un extinguicher cver
the cylinders clomest to the firc.)

A regormcndaticn Lo on cutsdde lecation ior ctoeruge of full

. cylindurs woo msde sape time ago. then ihot recummend:bion was
changzed to permit inside slorage, tio wsfety Section taciily
approved on the basls Lhut ary rock wes betler than no ruck
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tha,.c.im o.f.' t.hc r.'m,, on.l.y z. "e'a emnty cvlindm we i'
"-f.hav Wl}’ conctruc..ea "’ﬁChSo ' '

: ‘herfore;-hithmt further a*’o, ot an cutsidc z.hcd and racl' be
‘censtrugted for compresied gas cylindara. icl Lhicsebany haldit:g
L ooabustitle gasces be oa;;a"ated frem these which held gasos oips ;

- ‘vpo"ﬁ.in” cc;:m..tlon b,y o flre ra:.s:,ant. ,,..r tition, e by diauana..e.

2+ Lot Dr, C:**zm, zad tl use ouhcre Who arc thcron-hl_v "a.r...lia. w* h.
.. @d) ef the implicationc of the typo of msberinl recpensiblc for the
. L£ire, prepure s m'xmh thut 11 guide the Safety ond ”ecm‘iﬁy povp.
and el} cthers, the care cnd h..'xdli.;,_, of sx.ch mt.eris.la. R

) TR lk..mlr.g excelsior helped to feed tri-' Iire. fagaix;, lct it ha
" reiteretod thot this type of comtustion material mist be. elim:!.n.ztad
. from tho scene et the csrliect poosible moment and the fipst -
.. poseible point, In this instance the excelsior oy aunpooc*‘l\y
~there tc use in preyarinb erticles for shipments - The stulf .
-~ should be hrought to the rshin ing reom cnly a8 rocdc.:,. tm x;..;ed
- dmedistely, T R A
s the rmeivinn Eroz, sCme plar sbou‘d be v'o-kc.. czut to goh rid
of cxeels ior, ghreddad paper end the ke, ce zoent 2o ¢ packeze
is opened, 4 doldvery rrecedurs should be zetveted | thet will
feke &b UnNcCessery Lo repac}c &"uipmn* ax::! x:'..tezial far d*dvery
Lo the local ait.e.a. o -

. e u

4o The proper tra.*..rzinn cf irmcﬂ'y pc*smnel the co—c“dimtcd .
figbting ot Tires wil1: nccasn&rﬂy £elle completion of suak " -
vurk &t Slte B und the West Slends, Eut Lhere 5} czw’ be 1o de- s

lay bevond thet peint. Moot of them hove .alieady received dne i
atmction, TCrIATe i'amiliar with the use o" c:xtinguieb& u.) :




